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 Honor Students Visit with Laguna 
Elders 
 
The National Junior Honor Society from Laguna 
Middle School paid a visit to the Laguna Rain-
bow Center on Tuesday, November 22, 2011. 
 
LMS students decided to honor their elders with 
creative greeting cards and delicious homemade 
cookies as part of their Fall service project. Our 
NJHS students (three eighth graders and one 
seventh grader) planned the outing to the La-
guna Rainbow and carried out their plan with diligence. Through their efforts in this ser-
vice project, these students exemplified the five attributes of NJHS membership: schol-
arship, leadership,service, citizenship, and character. 
 
The elders at the Laguna Rainbow Center were very happy to receive smiles, hugs, 
cards, and cookies from the NJHS students. Ms. Yvonne Lucero from Laguna Rainbow 
Center introduced the NJHS students to all of the residents and invited the young peo-
ple back for more visits. The students enjoyed their time with elders and hope to return 
soon. 
 
NJHS is a prestigious nationwide organization that promotes student achievement and 
civicengagement. Students must complete a rigorous selection process in order to 
earn the privilege of membership. Once selected for membership, they must continue 
to exhibit the five characteristics of excellence throughout their middle school years. 
Rocco Marano, NJHS National Secretary, asserts that “NJHS membership is often re-
garded as a valid indicator that the student will succeed in life and particularly in stud-
ies at the postsecondary level.” Indeed, we have seen our students experience great 
success as young adults, as thirteen of our first NJHS inductees are high school sen-
iors this school year, many of whom will graduate with honors. Six of the first inductee 
class graduated from high school this past spring, many of whom were also honor stu-
dents in high school and have begun their academic journeys into college. We are 
lucky to benefit from the efforts of former LMS Counselor, Mrs. Roberta Pedro, who 
brought the first LMS chapter of NJHS to our school in 2007. 



 
Hi Mr. Conant, 
 
First, I wanted to thank you and the  
Education Foundation for your continued  
financial and moral support throughout my 
education. First at the University of Oregon 
and then at Arizona State University for law 
school. Without you, I would have been  
destitute and sad! So thank you. 
 
Secondly, a quick update on me: I’m  
currently living and working in my hometown 
of Portland, Oregon. I work for a non-profit 
called Central City Concern and we focus on 
providing pathways to self sufficiency for the 
chronically homeless population. We operate 
mental and physical health clinics, offer  
employment placement assistance and  
education of “soft” skills to help individuals become more employable,  
addiction recovery programs that often include housing, and also transitional 
housing and permanent affordable and federally subsidized housing. I am  
working part time as in house counsel here and part time as the Assistant  
Manager of Occupancy in our housing office. Also, I clerk for a sole litigation 
practitioner here in town, and I manage the apartment building I live in. Outside 
of work, I race triathlons. I finished (with a PR) the Vineman Half Ironman in 
July 2011 in Sonoma County, CA and now have my sights set on 2012 Ironman  
Arizona. Currently I am training for a marathon in January in Phoenix, AZ. 
 
Finally, I am interested in making a small donation (it’s what I can afford for the 
moment, but every bit helps!) to the Education Foundation. How do I go about 
doing that? Please let me know! 
Again, thank you for the support. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Suzanne Trujillo 
Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University 
J.D., Class of 2010 
 
 
 
P.S.  If you’re inspired by Suzanne’s story and accomplishments, support the scholarship pro-

gram with a donation (no amount is too small) to: Laguna Education Foundation,  

P.O. Box 645, Laguna, New Mexico 87026.  



State Champs Share the Spotlight at Laguna 
Middle School 
 

Laguna Elementary and Laguna 
Middle School students were 
fortunate to learn about deter-
mination, perseverance, and 
positive thinking from our local 
experts. On November 16, 
2011, the Laguna Middle School 
gymnasium was abuzz with ex-
citement as host to a visit by the 
2011 NM 1A-2A Cross-Country 
State Champions. 
 
The Laguna-Acoma High School boys cross-country team treated our young 
students with their stories of hard-work, willpower, mental focus, and physi-
cal drive to become long-distance running champions. Coaches Otero and 
Cheromiah also shared their stories with the young students and expressed 
their pride in the running teams at Laguna-Acoma. Ben Bautista, Cameron 
Riley, Patrick Keyope, Gus Cuch, Christopher Salvador, Austyn Salvador, and 
Jacob Sanchez provided sound advice to their younger counterparts. Their 
themes included encouragement to: stay focused, live well, be healthy, stay 
out of trouble, keep away from drugs and alcohol, and to do well in school. 
 
These young men joined the Laguna Middle School staff and students for our 
Thanksgiving dinner in the cafeteria before addressing the crowd of younger 
students in the gymnasium. Five of the team members were former LMS stu-
dents who expressed nostalgia for the cafeteria food and carefree middle 
school days.  Students were also fortunate to hear from former champion-
ship runner, Anthony Riley, Director of Partners for Success. He encouraged 
the younger people to start shaping their futures now and to remain stead-
fast to their dreams. 
 
All of the guest speakers reminded the audience of the importance of bal-
ance in our lives, striving for success, and being proud to represent Laguna 
wherever we go. Congratulations, again to the LA Hawks Cross Country 
Champs – and thanks for your leadership on and off the course. 



Laguna Elementary’s 21st Century After-School Program Visits the Elderly Center 

By Jocelyn Vote – 21st After-School Coordinator  

On November 22nd, the students who attend the 21st Century After-School program made a Thanksgiving visit 

to the elderly center.  It was a beautiful, fall day and the children were very excited to take all the decorations to the 

elders.  The after-school teachers did a very good job in creating the craft ideas for the students in their class-

rooms. Our students worked very hard the previous week in preparation for their visit on placemats, pinecone tur-

keys, macaroni turkey mosaics, origami boxes, fall leaves, fall pinwheels, turkey place settings, snack bags filled with 

sugar-free candy, pretzels and cookies. Our dance group also brought a basket of fruit and juices for all of the resi-

dents to share.  Many of the elders were grandparents or great-grandparents to our students and to see their eyes 

light up when the children walked in, was a joy to witness.  

The Dance group also performed for the elders and everyone was amazed to see how well our young students, 

ranging from Kindergarten to Fifth grade, danced our native dances: Butterfly, Deer, Buffalo and Eagle.  Mrs. 

Ray is the instructor for this group, and she works diligently at making sure the students know the rhythm, beat and 

the steps for following along in the songs that are being sung.  We had three local singers drumming for the dancers 

and the elders were tapping along to the songs.  Some of the elders told us that they couldn’t see very well, but they 

could hear the songs, and in their minds, they could remember how the dances looked.  Many could remember taking 

part in the same type of dances in their youth, and how they used to enjoy making everyone feel happy.  Parents of 

the students were there to take pictures of their children.  

We are planning to visit again in December, but this time we will be listening to the elders’ stories about their youth, 

and what memories they hold dear to them about the Christmas season.  The students in the program are anxious to 

go back and they understand how fortunate we are to have these “elderly treasures” in our lives.  They saw firsthand 

how happy our visit made them feel and how it brought back the sparkle in their eyes.  We need the elders in our lives 

because they have created the world in which we live; they have created the Laguna people and its history. 
 

Happy Holidays to All and  May your lives be filled with joy and surrounded with love 





Parent /Family Participation Increases at LMS 

 
 

Parent participation activities at LMS are showing a steady increase.  At the 1st trimester Open 

House on 8/17/11, we had 40% of our parents come to LMS.  They spent part of the day with 

their children and some stayed and had lunch with them. 

 

The first Parent/Family Institute, which was held on 10/22/11, consisted of several sessions to 

help parents help their children.  Some of the sessions were:  Win-Win Parenting, ACE Train-

ing, Introduction to Singapore Math, and a work session to learn about our Parent Advisory 

Committee.  Many nice prizes were given to our participants.  We had 20% of our parents par-

ticipate in this event.  We will have a second institute in the spring. 

 

Parent-Teacher Conferences were held on 11/7/11.  This event is held twice a year, so that par-

ents can come and conference with their childrenôs teacher and discuss their childrenôs grades 

for the first trimester.  This event had our best turnout, with 60% of our parents participating. 

 

It is one of our goals to increase parent participation in our school and we will continue to 

reach out to our parents and encourage them to stay involved in their childrenôs education.  

Parent involvement can increase academic progress for their children. 

 

Please do not wait for a special parent event at our school. You are always welcome and itôs 

always open house. 

Kudos to all DEC Staff for the great job you do! Keep up the hard work 

and effort you put into spending your day with Lagunaõs future doc-
tors, lawyers, teachers, parents, and tribal leaders. May you all be 
blessed for sharing your skills and knowledge with these precious gifts 
our creator has bestowed upon us. It is not the structure but all of you 
that have made Laguna Head Start a òCenter of Excellenceó.   
 
Thank you. 



Important Dates  
and  

Opportunities to Remember 

Monday, January 2, 2012éFree Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA).   Opportunity for federal grants for college begins with the FAFSA. 

January 2nd is the ideal time to begin the application process. Parents can use 2010 

Tax data to initiate the online application.. Youôll have time later to update the tax 

information. Donôt wait! Itôs a first come first serve system.  Go online to 

www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

 

 

Wednesday, January 11, 2012é.The Gates Millennium Scholars Programé

Applications for the Gates Millennium Scholarship are available now. Go to the web-

site at www.gmsp.org.  
 

 

Friday, December 2, 2011éWake Forest University Offers Free Tuition  

                        Opportunity to Minority Students to earn an MBA.   
An offer to attend a top university for free tuition does not come along everyday. If 

interested contact Derrick S. Boone, PhD,  Associate Professor of Marketing, Rm. 

3139 Worrell Professional Center, Babcock Graduate School of Management ï Wake 

Forest University ï Winston Salem, NC 27109-8738. Email der-

rick.boone@mba.wfu.edu  Also visit the website at www.wfu.edu. 
   

 

Friday, December 9, 2011éHarvard University Offers Free Tuition to  

families of  HONOR STUDENTS and their income is less than $ 125,000 

per year.  Call (617) 495-1581 or visit the website at www.fao.fas.harvard.edu: or 

                               www.fao.fas.harvard.edu 

 

 

Friday, December 16, 2011éSyracuse University School of Architecture  

Is desperately seeking young women and men of color interested in pursuing a 5-year 

professional degree in Architecture. Contact Mark Robbins, Dean, School of Archi-

tecture, 201 Slocum Hall, Syracuse, NY 13244-1250.  

www.soa.syr.edu/indes.phg<http://www.soa.syr.edu/indes.phg 
 

 

The USDA Outreach and Advocacy Division have provided a listing of scholarships,  

internships, fellowships, and other, listed by monthly deadline dates titled, “Paying for College  

Student Resource Guide”  To access the resource guide on the web at 

www.lagunaedfoundation.net/ 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.gmsp.org
mailto:derrick.boone@mba.wfu.edu
mailto:derrick.boone@mba.wfu.edu
http://www.wfu.edu
http://www.fao.fas.harvard.edu:
http://www.fao.fas.harvard.edu
http://www.soa.syr.edu/indes.phg%3chttp:/www.soa.syr.edu/indes.phg


Important Dates and Opportunities to Remember, conôt. 
 

 

January 31, 2012éNative American Congressional Internship program 

                          is a fully-funded ten-week summer internship in Washington, D.C., for Native 

                             American and Alaska Native undergraduate, graduate and law students. Interns 

                              work in congressional and agency offices where they have opportunities to research 

                              legislative issues important to tribal communities, network with public officials 

                            and tribal advocacy groups, and enhance their understanding of nation-building 

                              and tribal self-governance. The Foundation provides airfare, housing, per diem 

                              and a $ 1,200 educational stipend. To learn more and apply go to 

                              www.udall.gov. Applications must be received by January 31, 2012. 

 

 

March 5, 2012é..The Udall Scholarship program awards $ 5,000 merit-based  

scholarships for college sophomores and juniors seeking a career in tribal health, 

tribal public policy or the environment. Students must be enrolled in college full-time 

and maintaining a ñBò average or better with plans to earn a bachelorôs degree. For 

more information go to the website  www.udall.gov. 

Honor Roll List -First Trimester -

LMS  

 

Laguna Middle School proudly an-
nounces the honor rolls for the first tri-
mester.  The following students made 
the A Honor Roll:  Derek Capitan, Sunny 
Krukoff, Alyssa Levantonio, Angelia 
Manuelito, Teya Ruben, Diante Jones, and 
Kaitlin Lucero. 
 
Students making the B Honor Roll were:  
Amethyest Carrillo, Nia Chino, Chloe 
Coriz, Byran Garcia, Diandra Garcia, Xa-
vier Gutierrez, Taylor Lucero, Angel 
Ortiz, Ashlee Ortiz, Shianne Riley, 
Clemente Ortiz, Samantha Riley, Cam-
eron Sanchez, Richard Cerno, Kristian 
Chee, Andres Harjo, Jeynee Joe, Kendrick 
Mariano, Ronica Natseway, Breanna 
Platero, and Kaitlin Sarracino. 
 
Congratulations to all for their hard 
work! 

LMS X-Country Teams  
Finish Season 
 
As the season came to an end, with our finals at 
Bernallio Middle School on Thursday, October 20, 
2011, I look back and see a lot of strength, im-
provement and enthusiasm for each one of the 
athletes.  We had a total of seven meets that 
lasted from 9/14-10/20, with a lot of practice runs 
averaging 3 to 4.8 miles daily, Monday through 
Thursday.  The LMS boysô team, which had a lot 
of returning students from last year, was very 
strong.  The girls were a young eager team, with 
four returning girls. 
 
For me it is always rewarding to see all the ath-
letesô hard work and dedication.  Itôs great to see 
them improving week by week.  At the beginning 
of the season, I hear, ñMrs. Herrera, our practice 
runs are too far.ò  As the season comes to an end, 
they say, ñMrs. Herrera, letôs go run the long 
route.ò 
 
Thanks to the runners for getting along with and 
encouraging each other.  Kudos to the families 
and LMS for feeding us on our away trips and 
most of all, for their support.  Go! Eagles! 
 
Theresa M. Herrera 
LMS X-Country Coach 

http://www.udall.gov
http://www.udall.gov


SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 
Safety  

Committee 

Meeting 

 

LDOE 9 a.m. 

8 9 10 

11 12 13 
Executive 

Committee 

Meeting 

 

LDOE 1 p.m. 

14 
Board of  

Education 

Meeting 

 

LMS 6:30 p.m. 

15 16 
Last Day of 

School for 

Holiday- 

LES, LMS, 

and DEC 

17 

18 19 20 21 
 

ûLDOE  

 
Winter Begins 

22 
 

Schools/ 

Offices 

23 

 

  Closed 

24 

25 
 

Christmas 

26 
  Will  

27   
   Return 

28 
       On 

29 
January 3, 

30 
2012   ü 

31 

New Yearôs 

Eve 

December 2011 



December 2011 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

    1 2 

Gloria 

Kowemy  

- 

Patricia  

Lucero  

3 
 

Carol Pedro  

4 5 6 
 

Sharon Encino  

7 

LeeAnn 

Cheromiah  

13 years 

 

Sarah Martin  

8 
Natalie  

Johnson 

- 

Megan Guider  

3 years 

9 10 
 

Elizabeth L. 

Martinez  

11 12 
 

Rosanne  

Sanchez 

13 14 15 

Carla Gregory  

8 years 

- 

Rosanne  

Sanchez 

16 
 

Rachel Chino  

17 

18 19 
 

Elizabeth A. 

Martinez  

20 
 

Christina  

Rodriguez  

21 
 

Junee  

Francisco  

22 
 

Kevin  

Degraauw  

 

23 
 

Elvera  

Romero  

24 

25 
 

Christie  

Graham  

26 
 

Yolanda 

Batrez  

27 28 29 30 31 

2 years 

3 years 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 


